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Welcome to the Spring/Summer edition of the Pensioner Newsletter. In this edition you’ll find details
about Pension Increase for 2025/26, as well as what’s happening in Cheshire this Spring and Summer,

your Pension pay dates, and an update on our new branding and website. Did you know we now write
two editions a year, one in Spring and one in Winter? If you want to take part in a future edition, please
drop us a line pensioncomms@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

Pensions Increase (Pl)
from April 2025

Your Local Government Pension increases
every year, in-line with the cost of living. Like
other Public Sector Pensions, it will go up in
line with the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The
increase this year is up to 1.7% and will be
applied from 7 April 2025.

The amount of increase payable depends on when
your pension started. If your pension started:

e before 23 April 2024, you will get the full
increase.

e on or after 23 April 2024, you will receive a
proportionate increase this year.

As the increase is applied part way through
April, your pension and payslip for April will be

a combination of the old and new rates. You will
receive the impact of the full pension increase in
your May pension payment.

Don’t forget to check your payslip to see how much
your pension will be for the year.

If you were a scheme member between 1978

and 1997 you may have a ‘Guaranteed Minimum
Pension'. If so, and your State Pension Age was
before 1 April 2016, some of the increase will be
paid as part of your State Pension therefore your

pension with us wil ot be ncressed by the ful P E N S , O N P AY D ATES

Your payment dates for 2025/26 will pe:

WheT. d? I get a 17 April 2025 17 October 2025
IPp¢

pPaysup 16 May 2025 18 Nov

All pensioners receive a payslip in March, April 181u" 2 ember 2025
and May. Otherwise, you will only receive a € 025 18 Decemb

payslip if your pension changes by more than 18 JUIy 2025 er 2025
£1 from the previous month. 16_janUary 2026
New pensioners will receive a payslip for their 18 AugUSt 2025 1

first month, and the following month, if the 18§ 8 February 2026
payment amount changes by more than £1. eptember 2025 18 March 2026

P60s will be issued by the end of May, if you
need your year-to-date figures before then
your March payslip will contain figures for the
full financial year.



Feedback is a gift,
Pensioner Survey

We have created a survey which will take
approximately 10 minutes to complete and
whether it’s good, bad or indifferent, we
see feedback as a gift that will help us to
improve our services to all Pensioners.

At the core of our service is our commitment to

supporting members with their pensions from

the start to the end of their working life and then in retirement. That's why we’re
launching our first ever pensioner survey — to understand your needs, concerns,
and ideas.

By sharing your thoughts, you’re helping us shape our services for you and your
peers. It's your chance to tell us what's working, what's not, and how we can
improve to give you the support you deserve.

Your voice is vital, and we can’t wait to hear how we can serve you better
As we've said — whatever you feedback is, it'll help us to improve

our offering to you in retirement. The survey is open now until the
30 April 2025. :;t #‘.II _l'i

The link to the survey is — www.slido.com or you can use the
QR code. . .-|.

The McCloud remedy

When the LGPS changed from a final salary scheme to a career
average scheme in 2014, and other public sector schemes in 2015,
older members were protected from the changes.

In 2018, the Courts found that younger members had been discriminated
against because the protection did not apply to them.

Changes made to the LGPS from 1 October 2023 removes the
discrimination found in the court case. These changes are called the
McCloudremedy. Not all LGPS members are affected by the changes.

You can find more information on the national LGPS website, including a
short video. Please visit www.lgpsmember.org/mccloud-remedy/

If you are affected, you do not need to write into the pension fund or
make any decisions. If you are contacted by a third-party organisation
selling a service to help you claim additional pension, you should not
engage with them.

As a member of the LGPS, you do not need to take any action to claim
your protection under the McCloud remedy. If you qualify, the pension fund
will automatically apply the protection when you take your LGPS pension.

We have recently published the
following papers, which may be
of interest to you.

Annual Report 2023/24
Climate Risk Report
Investment News report

New
branding
and website

We’re pleased to announce
that the Fund has
undergone a rebrand and
we’re proud to introduce our
new logo and colourways.
The Oak and Wheat sheaf
have long been an iconic
representation of our
county, both visually and
physically. They symbolise
longevity, the oak tree with
its long life and ability to
endure. The Wheat sheaf
represents prosperity and
the harvest of hard work.
Both of these icons have

a strong link to Pensions
through their meanings.

There are multiple reasons
that we have decided

to rebrand, one of them

being that we have had the
incumbent logo and brand for
around 12/13 years. A new
brand will help to attract a new
audience, it also aligns with
our digital aims of empowering
members through online self-
service and a better digital
experience overall. It also
provides a new identity and

a fresh visual experience for
our members, employers and
wider stakeholders.

Please look out for our new
logo and colourways in

our communications going
forward.

We will shortly be launching

a new website as well which
has been designed around
member journeys and how we
can best serve them.
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https://app.sli.do/event/2bWpgriUoLZzURKDiCibpZ/live/polls
https://www.lgpsmember.org/mccloud-remedy/

What's on in Cheshire
this Spring and Summer?

All about Art

Visit the Williamson

museum in Wallasey

to see over 200 of
Albert Richards’ work. The
youngest official war artist to be
killed in WWII, his work covers
his influences from Art deco to
surrealism. The exhibition is from
February to 20 December
2025. Entry is free.

Visit — Williamson Art Gallery
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All the fun of the fair

This summer, Nantwich will again welcome a whole host of

furry friends, fresh food, arts, home produce and fun for the

whole family. The Nantwich show has something for everyone.
30 July only. Full details are available here — Nantwich Show

Full Steam Ahead!

4 Visit the historic Anderton
Boat Lift on 10 or 11 May

to see some spectacular steam boats
and terrific traction engines. There
will also be a real ale festival, craft
beer testing, childrens activities and
more. Full details are available here

Events | Anderton Boat Lift and
Visitor Centre

Makers Market

Theres not much

better than freshly

made bread, cakes
or coffee. Knutsford is hosting
three makers markets on the
first Sunday of each month from
April to November. Full details
are available here — Knutsford
Makers Market — The Makers
Market Info



https://www.storyhouse.com/seasons/moonlight-flicks/#claremont-farm
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/things-to-do/museums-and-attractions/anderton-boat-lift-and-visitor-centre-cheshire/events?page=1
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/things-to-do/museums-and-attractions/anderton-boat-lift-and-visitor-centre-cheshire/events?page=1
https://www.themakersmarket.co.uk/pages/knutsford-makers-market
https://www.themakersmarket.co.uk/pages/knutsford-makers-market
https://www.themakersmarket.co.uk/pages/knutsford-makers-market
https://nantwichshow.org/
https://williamsonartgallery.org/visit/

National
Initiative

The Cheshire Pension Fund

(the Fund) will once again be
participating in the National Fraud
Initiative (NFI) in 2025/26. The NFl is
an exercise that matches electronic
data within and between public and

private sector bodies to prevent and
detect fraud.

In this current economic climate,
detected cases of fraud and corruption
are on the increase and cost the
taxpayer hundreds of millions of
pounds each year. Our involvement in
the NFI and internal data matching is a
vital tool in this fight against fraud and
corruption.

The Fund is under a legal duty
to protect the public funds that it
administers, and to this end may use
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fraud. We may share this information
internally across Council services and
also with other bodies responsible

for auditing and administering public
funds.

For further information about NFI and
the Code of Practice please visit:
www.gov.uk/government/
collections/national-fraud-initiative

To read the NFI Privacy Notice please
visit:

National Fraud Initiative privacy
notice — GOV.UK

For more information about the
purposes for which the Pension Fund
uses your information please see

the data controller registration on the
Information Commissioner’s Office

the information you have provided
to us for prevention and detection of

Competition

All these countries have a common theme, they

are the latest countries to host the Eurovision
singing contest, in 2023 England hosted it in nearby
Liverpool. For a chance to win a £25 M&S voucher,
find the missing word and let us know by filling in
these details: name, address, contact number or
email address and posting the to the address below
or email you answer to:

pensioncomms@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
ISRAEL

HOLLAND
ENGLAND

ALY SWEDEN

SWlTZERLAND

Keeping in touch

If you would like to feature in a future newsletter, perhaps to let
us know what you’re doing in retirement or whether you are part
of a group other pensioners may find interesting — get in touch.
pensioncomms@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

Pension Fund

website at www.ico.org.uk or visit
www.cheshirepensionfund.or

CONTACT US

<P Cheshire Pension Fund,
The Portal, Wellington Rd,
Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, CH65 OBA.

@ pensions@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk


mailto:mailto:pensions%40cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fair-processing-national-fraud-initiative/fair-processing-level-3-full-text
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fair-processing-national-fraud-initiative/fair-processing-level-3-full-text
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fair-processing-national-fraud-initiative/fair-processing-level-3-full-text
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fair-processing-national-fraud-initiative/fair-processing-level-3-full-text
http://www.ico.org.uk/
http://www.cheshirepensionfund.org/



